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Bread of Angels
English text based on Panis Angelicus;	  
adapted by Curtis Stephan	 Curtis Stephan 
Latin text by Thomas Aquinas, 1227–1274	 Arr. by Curtis Stephan and Rick Modlin
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English text adaptation and music © 2002, Curtis Stephan. Published by OCP, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213.
All rights reserved.

*Alternative lower harmony part in cue.

Parts for String Quartet (30127620) are available online. Visit ocp.org.
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Bread of Angels
(Guitar/Vocal)

English text based on Panis Angelicus;	  
adapted by Curtis Stephan	  
Latin text by Thomas Aquinas, 1227–1274	 Curtis Stephan 
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Bread of Angels

Composer Notes
This popular selection is a mixture of a contemporary song and a traditional Latin setting of Panis 
Angelicus, reminiscent of the 1872 setting by César Franck (1822–1890).

Composed originally for the Solemnity of The Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ (Corpus 
Christi), this hymn is frequently used at weddings, as a Communion processional, or as a special 
piece for meditation. It can be sung as a solo, duet for soprano and tenor, or by an SATB choir.

—Curtis Stephan

Poetic English Translation
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1.	 Panis angélicus, fit panis hóminum,
	 Dat panis cáelicus figúris términum.
	 O resmirábilis mandúcat Dóminum,
	 Pauper, servus, et húmilis.

2.	 Te, trina Déitas únaque, póscimus
	 Sic nos tu vísta, sicutte cólimus;
	 Per tuas sémitas duc nos quo téndimus,
	 Ad lucem quam inhábitas.

1.	 Holy and living bread, wondrous food from heaven sent,
	 God’s sacrifice foretold now in our hands we hold.
	 Sign and reality, challenge for us to be
	 Humble servants to all the poor.

2.	 God, holy Three-In-One, through this off’ring of your Son
	 All now on earth can see what we are called to be:
	 Hope for a world in need, signs that love can succeed
	 Where true justice and peace endure.

—Owen Alstott

Prev
iew

Edition #30126357



12

Assembly Edition

For reprint permissions, please visit OneLicense.net or contact us at 1-800-663-1501.
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