Speed: Notice the three different speeds. (1) The introduction and the portion after the last Refrain are
quarter note = 114, but are recitative in style. (2) The Refrain is quarter note = 92, a broad, hymnlike
tempo. (3) The verses are faster, quarter note = 108, and more recitative in feel, though strict in tempo
(up to the poco rit. of measure nine.) Attention to these tempo changes will greatly help the piece.

Liturgical Use: ‘The Christ of God’ brings both elements of the mystery of Jesus into play: his
kingship, and his role as suffering servant. Thus, the piece is perfect for Christ the King,/0n the one
hand, and Passion Sunday or Holy Thursday, on the other. The cantor challenges the congregation to
hear the fullness of Christ’s life, and the congregation responds with a statement ofithat fullness.

A liturgy can effectively begin with the bold challenge “who do you say I am.*The content of the
liturgy then unfolds out of that question. The piece is meant to end with the same question, $0,as not to
put too neat a closure to the issue. Of course, in special circumstances, it is possible to\sing the'Refrain
again after the final question “who do you say I am?”

Feel and Mood: The contrasts between Refrain and verses aré what make this piece work. There is a
certain starkness about the verses, especially withsthe dissonance of thefaccompaniment. This prepares
for the full, hymnlike quality of the Refrain. The cantor should declaim the introduction and verses.

High Points: Each time the Refrain returns it is fuller thanithe previousitime. The second verse is
slightly more insistent than the first.

Performers: Piano (with electric bass) or,0organ can €asily accompany ‘The Christ of God”. Keyboard
and guitar(s) can play together, especially if theystrums'marked in the guitar part are used. Guitar(s)
alone, with electric bass, can also serve as accompaniment, though in this case the character of the
verses changes somewhat. Here again, the strum noted in the music will help immensely.

Degree of Difficulty: Refrain, easydVerses, aedium difficulty.
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The Christ of God

Based on Luke 9:20-24; Rev. 22:13

INTRODUCTION

Dramatically (J =114)

JOHN FOLEY, S.J.
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Faster ( J =108)
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The Christ of God

(Guitar/Vocal)
JOHN FOLEY, S.J.
Dramatically (J =114)
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Faster(J= 108)
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The Christ of God

Based on Luke 9:20-24; Rev. 22:13 JOHN FOLEY, S.J.

Dramatically (J =114)
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