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Note: If this anthem is sung during Lent, each “alleluia” may be replaced with “pacem.”
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in loving memory of Elizabeth Christine Hill, “Libby”

Peace I Leave with You
John 14:27 Howard Helvey 
 Based on and inspired by Gregorian Chant
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Notes

“The song is ended, but the melody lingers on…”

 —Irving Berlin

When asked to compose a musical work in memory of a beloved individual, I always feel both 
honored and humbled to be entrusted with creating something to provide an enduring, artful 
testament to the person’s life.  For this anthem’s text, Libby’s family suggested John 14:27, and 
I decided to incorporate an adapted, harmonized version of the traditional Gregorian Chant 
which has often carried that same text in Latin.  I employed primarily newly-composed music 
for the sections of the anthem with English words, but there are occasional allusions to gestures 
found in the plainchant.  The harmonic and melodic content of the piece is based entirely 
on the seven pitches found within the G-major scale.  Although I never had the privilege 
of meeting Libby, she was clearly an intelligent, compassionate, talented young person, and 
deeply loved and respected by her family, friends, and teachers.

—Howard Helvey

Libby Hill was a beloved singer and student leader in the Liberty High School Vocal Music 
and Theater Departments, in Liberty, Missouri.  Her dedication to the arts was inspirational in 
every way.  Libby blessed us with her talent and by her example, and showed us the joy and 
happiness we feel when we share every gift God gives us.

—Dr. Rika R. Heruth, Director 
Liberty High School Vocal Music

 Pacem relínquo vobis,  Peace I leave with you,
 pacem meam do vobis:  my peace I give unto you:
 non quómodo mundus dat, not as the world giveth, 
 ego do vobis. Alleluia.  give I unto you. Alleluia.


