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Saints of God (Toolan and Manalo)

Composer Notes
“Saints of God” was the first song that was composed for my collection, In the Sight of the Angels, a 
collection of liturgical music that celebrates dialogue and collaboration. One day, Suzanne Toolan 
shared with me an early draft of the refrain and in no time at all, we found ourselves in the midst of 
an intentional and heartfelt collaboration. The text is taken from the Order of Christian Funerals. 
During a funeral Mass, following the prayer after communion and a period of silence, the assembly 
may sing a “song of farewell.” The text to this song is one of the recommended texts in the order, 
as it is meant to accompany the dead and to console the living. It is the practice of many worship 
communities to sing this song as an accompaniment to the incensation of the coffin.

—Ricky Manalo, CSP
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