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CHRIST WITHIN ME

	 Tom Kendzia

Composer Notes
“Christ Within Me” was commissioned by a parish choir to honor the memory of a beloved member 
of Irish heritage.

The prayer is known as St. Patrick’s Breastplate, and it is a beautiful text that I have longed to set 
to music for many years. This seemed like the right time and incentive to work on this marriage of 
familiar words and song.

This is in basic hymn form structure, and I tried to capture the powerful simplicity of an Irish folk 
song and traditional music in this setting. While it is scored for SATB choir, this piece could be 
easily done by a soloist, small vocal group, or schola. Guitar and other folk instruments are ideal in 
supporting the intimacy of the lyrics and the lilt of the melody.

The recording offers a full-blown production with large choir, band, and traditional Irish instruments, 
including pipes. Make it your own!

—Tom Kendzia
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