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As Christ Is for Us

(Guitar/Vocal)
Janet Sullivan Whitaker
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Composer Notes

One of the joys of serving as a parish director of music is writing music for the community. Each
community has its own charism and its own unique voice, resonating from within the walls where
the faithful gather for liturgy.

While touring the parish grounds of Saint Joan of Arc Parish in San Ramon, California, the pastor
took me to see the worship space where I was about to begin work in my present ministry position.
As we made our way into the dark church, I was profoundly taken by the brief, bold mission
statement so beautifully stenciled on the overhead cornice of the vestibule: “To Christ for
Others as Christ Is for Us.”

From the moment I was greeted by these words, I knew I wanted to hear
them. Within a few years, this song was born. It was immediately taken up
community and is now sung quite often in their celebrations. It is an effecti
or sending forth, and has been sung at parish missions, meetings,
celebrations of the sacraments of initiation.

I will always be grateful for the community that welcomed
and I am inspired by the fervor with which thexng it.

et Sullivan Whitaker
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AS CHRIST IS FOR US

Janét Sullivan Whitaker
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