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1. Chua oi  hon con xin ph6 thac trong tay Chua luon,
2. Nhiing noi mung vui va  nhiing dén dau trong kiep nguoi
3. Chua oi tr  nay, con s€ meén yéu cudc song nay,
1. Lord, 1 com - mend my jour - ney and my search - ing;
2. Lord, ev - ery life knows days of  joy and sad - ness;
3. From this day on, 1 sing  of your sweet kind -, ness,
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1. nhitng khi  vui mung hoac | nhiing luic con dau buodn.

2. s€ mau  phai nhoa cung Vo1 thang ndm chong qua.

3. mai dén phut giay dot vinh viéen xa cach con.

1. shel - ter  my [soul, en - trust - ed to your care.

2. all things will | pass and  quick - ly fade with time.

3. grate - ful in ‘praise, un - til  my days are done.
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1. Moi khi doi con gap nhling noi au lo  kho khdn  va
2. Van lubn con mai tinh Chia da mén yéu the tran, thap
3. Chta oi day con de biet kinh tin yéu Chua luon va
1. Days filled with pain, these  bur - dens 1 sur - ren - der, and
2. Your love  a - bides, em - brac - ing all  cre - a - tion, your
3. Teach me  your ways, that 1 may love you al - ways, and
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1. moi khi tim con ngap tran hanh \, phac xin »dang Ngai.
2. gia kia  hy sinh thandminh, det \ctru muén mudn loai.
3. mén yéu tha nhan that long nhu | Chua Iudn thuong con.
1. days filled with hap="pin=,ness, 1 of - fer you all.

2. glo - ry up - on — the  cross en -“dures for all time.

3. love oth - ers [faith - ful £ ly, as you have loved me.
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Chua oi con tuy  mon hén, vip  ngi dd bao nhiéu ldn, toi
You know the faults 1 hide, fail - ures I won’t  con - fide. Though
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15i cam  dd con luon mdi da khiéd Phdén con  xa Chia (0).

tempt - ed on ev - ery side, grant free -dom, for < mymssoul.
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Nhung tim con nay san sang don Chtia dén mang on lanh,
Here my heart wel - comes you; bless - ings have been re-newed;
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*Pigp khiic tiéng Anh phién ban bdn bé di giong nim & trang 6.
Optional SATB parts for English Refrain may be found on page 6.
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tha the hét bao 16i 1Am va  thanh héa tdim hén  con.
par - don and heal - ing love now  sanc - ti - fy my soul.
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PIEP KHUC BON BE DI GIONG/OPTIONAL SATB REFRAIN
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You know the faults I hide, fail-ures 1 won’t con-fide. Though tempt-ed on ev - ery side, grant

F D/F§ G E7/GE Am Em F C
- /x
N ‘ | | | ‘Fj 1 | A ~

St L 1

free-dom for my soul.

|
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par - don and heal - ing love dnow sanc - ti - fy my soul
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Composer Notes

Various editions of Pho Thdc may be found within the Vietnamese Catholic community. The song
was composed in 1978-79, and at that time had limited circulation within Saigon. The first choral
arrangement was done by a Saigon choir director that same year; this arrangement changed some
rhythms, and moved the first word of the refrain back one beat to become a pick-up note. Within
the Vietnamese-American choral community, this is the most widely used version, although it
differs greatly from the original. A second four-part arrangement was done by the composer’s
friend, Quang Lac, restoring the correct rthythms but raising the key to D. In the late 1980’s, the
composer himself released a two-part arrangement in the key of C; that version (with one small
change, authorized by the composer) appears on pages 2-5 of this octavo.

As is customary in Vietnam, Phé Thdc was released as just melody and lyfies, without'chords or
accompaniment. In recent years the song has regained popularity in Vietnam, and.has been recorded
by numerous young Catholic artists who have developed their own yariations of the melody»and
accompaniment. None of these artists had access to the original melody‘andrarrangement, since the
composer had emigrated decades before to Paris, France, and themithe United States.

This complex background for Pho Thdc is offered as a caution to thé choir director who presents
this octavo to Vietnamese singers: the rhythms and harmonies will likelyfdiffer from what their
Vietnamese colleagues know, especially if they leftyVietnamyimany years ago. (The versions of
Pho Thdc in current use in Vietnam are closer to the original than,whatfis sung elsewhere.) They
will probably know the song in the key of D; but for assembly participation, considering the high
range of the refrain, this edition retains the original edition’s,key of C. And because the SATB
arrangement that is widely known in the Vietnamese community alters the original rhythms, this
octavo offers a new arrangement (pagé 6) that respects, the composer’s original intent.

Pho Thdc was written when MrgDigumNguyén wash24 years old and had been released from ‘re-
education camp’ in Vietnam/He returned to his home city of Saigon but had lost his family home,
his girlfriend, social status, land any€hance of a career in dentistry (which he had studied before
the war ended). Fighting depression and hopelessness, he wrote this song to express his faith that
he was still loved by (God, in'the midst of Josing everything. After completing the song, he found
comfort and peac€ in his soul, commending all into God’s hands, and resolving to learn to love
others asthéiwas loved by God. Mr. Nguyén requests that the rendition of this song should not be
sad.or tragic, but with this sense of peace and hope. This reflects the spirit of countless young adults
in Vietnam, who sing Pho Thic to express the dedication of their own life to the One whose love
always abides¢

— Rufino Zaragoza, OFM
on behalf of Diéu Nguyén
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Pho Thac/Lord, I Commend

Vietnamese, Kiéu Linh

English translation, Rufino Zaragoza, OFM

NHAC DAO/INTRO (d = ca. 46)

(Guitar/Vocal)

Kiéu Linh

I I B

(Pno)
% PHIEN KHUC/VERSES
C G/B Am Em
A I I ‘ | ] — I I
p a— — 1 . h—— s ‘ ‘ ' I 1
6— T . el s ¢ ¢ c |
“ (B¢ Pém/Harmony) 4
1. Chua oi hon  con Xin ph6  théc _trong,, tay Choa luon,
2. Nhiing noi mung vui va  nhing dond “dau™ trong  kicp nguoi
3. Chua oi tr nay, con s€ mén  yéu 4 cuoc  song nay,
1. Lord, 1 com - mend my. jour - ney and my afsearch - ing;
2. Lord, ev - ery life knows™ days of Jjoy and sad -  ness;
3. From this day on, 1 sing of  your sweét kind - ness,
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1. nhing khi  vui mung hoac mahimg, luc con  dau  budn
2. s€ mau  phai nhoa cung voi  thang ndm chong  qua.
3. mai den phat gidy doi vinh® vién xa cach  con.
1. shel - ter my soul, en - trust - ed to your  care
2. all things will  pass and quick - ly fade  with  time.
3. grate - ful in ) praise, un, - il my  days are  done
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1. Moi khi doi  con gip  nhitng noi au lo kho khan  va
2.2Van lubn con  mai tiqh Chl{la da meén  yéu the tran, thap
3. Chua oi day con de biet  kinh tin yéu  Chua luon  va
1. Days filled with  pain, these bur - dens 1 sur - ren - der, and
2. Your love a - bides, em - brac - ing all cre - a - tion, your
3. Teach me  your ways, that 1 may  love  you al - ways, and
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1. mdi khi tim con ngdp tran hanh  phic xin dang Ngai.
2. gid kia hy sinh than minh, de cru muén muon loai.
3. mén yéu tha nhan that long nhu Chuoa luén thuong con.
1. days filled with hap - pi - ness, 1 of - fer  you all.
2. glo - ry up - on the cross en - dures for all time.
3. love oth - ers faith - ful - ly, as you have loved me.
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Pho Thac/Lord, I Commend

BAN POC TAU NHAC CU O CUNG B0/ Kiéu Linh
SOLO INSTRUMENT in C Arr. by Scott Soper

NHAC DAO/INTRO (d = ca. 46)
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Pho Thac/Lord, I Commend

BAN POC TAU NHAC CU O CUNG SI GIANG/ Kiéu Linh
SOLO INSTRUMENT in Bb Arr. by Scott Soper
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