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Come, Creator! Come, Spirit Blessed
(Veni, Creator Spiritus)

Veni, Creator Spiritus, VENI CREATOR SPIRITUS
attr. to Rabanus Maurus, 776–856 Chant, Mode VIII
English tr. by Owen Alstott Arranged by Matthew Koraus
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Composer Notes
This setting of the traditional VENI, CREATOR SPIRITUS chant melody developed out of an 
original improvisation by the composer. Though the piece features a freer use of harmony than 
one might encounter in a 19th century hymn, the voice-leading of both the choral parts and the 
accompaniment is most deliberately “hymn-like.” The free rhythm of the chant has been preserved: 
there are no time signatures. Still, a constant and deliberate pulse is recommended to allow the 
harmony to speak clearly, bending slightly only at the beginnings and endings of phrases, if at all. 
The verses sung by the choir alone (2, 4, and 6) may be sung accompanied or a cappella.

—Matthew Koraus

Prev
iew

Edition #30140904



8

Assembly Edition

For reprint permissions, please visit OneLicense.net or contact us at 1-800-663-1501.

COME, CREATOR! COME, SPIRIT BLESSED

	 VENI CREATOR SPIRITUS

Text: LM; Veni, Creator Spiritus; attr. to Rabanus Maurus, 776–856; English tr. by Owen Alstott, © 2017, Owen Alstott. 
All rights reserved. Music: VENI CREATOR SPIRITUS;  

Chant, Mode VIII; Graduale Romanum, 1974; arrangement © 2017, Matthew Koraus.  
Text and music arrangement published by OCP, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213. All rights reserved.
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2. You are called by all Comforter,
    Gift of God most High, refuge sure,
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About the Composer
Matthew Koraus (MM, FAGO, ChM) is the Director of Music Ministries for the Church of Saint 
Patrick in Huntington, New York. He is also an adjunct professor of music at Hofstra University, 
Hempstead, New York, where he teaches courses in counterpoint and keyboard harmony. Matthew 
was a finalist in the 2014 AGO National Competition in Organ Improvisation, and won First Prize 
at the 2015 University of Michigan Improvisation Competition.
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