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See Us, Lord, About Your Altar
John Greally	 DRAKES BROUGHTON, 87 87 

Edward Elgar, 1857–1934 
Arranged by Christopher Willcock

Text © John Greally. Music arr. © 2018, Christopher Willcock, SJ. 
Text and music arr. published by OCP, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213. All rights reserved.

*In the absence of brass instruments, play brass parts on the organ.
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See Us, Lord, About Your Altar

Textwriter Notes
“See Us, Lord, About Your (Thine) Altar” came about in the second half of the 1950s—1957, I 
believe—when the Liturgical Movement was beginning to involve the laity more in the celebration 
of the Mass. The liturgist, Father Clifford Howell, SJ, was preparing a booklet of words and music 
with special relevance to the various parts of the Mass. As a Jesuit novice at the time, he knew 
something of my writing, and asked me to contribute a post-Communion hymn which would seek 
to express something of the Sacrament’s power to unite those participating in it. He asked that the 
hymn be cast in the meter of “Tantum Ergo,” the popular Benediction extract from the hymn “Pange 
Lingua” (the “Tantum Ergo” had long been widely sung to Elgar’s DRAKES BROUGHTON hymn 
tune—a connection reflected in the present edition). “See Us, Lord, About Your Altar,” was my 
attempt at what Fr. Howell requested.

—John Greally
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Music arr. © 2018, Christopher Willcock, SJ. Published by OCP, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213. All rights reserved.
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See Us, Lord, About Your Altar
TRUMPET I & II in Bb	 DRAKES BROUGHTON 

Edward Elgar, 1857–1934 
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SEE US, LORD, ABOUT YOUR ALTAR

DRAKES BROUGHTON 
Arr. by Christopher Willcock
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*Original text: “Now his form is but a sign.”

Prev
iew

Edition #30142580


