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What Do You See in the Manger

M.D. Ridge, 1938-2017 A LA CLAIRE FONTAINE, 76 76 with refrain
French folk melody, ca. 1608
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Note: Ideally, the children’s choir will sing the refrains (“What do you see...”) as a “response” to the verse, but the refrain may
be sung by any combination of children, women, or men. If the children sing the refrain melody, then the choir should sing “ooh,”
otherwise the choir should sing the text. For verse one, the lower three voices may hum or sing ‘“ooh” while the sopranos sing the text.
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Textwriter Notes

The melody of this arrangement is an old French folk song, which has been popular in Canada since
the establishment of the first permanent French settlement in Québec in 1608. The simple melody
uses only four notes of the scale, but has a haunting quality that inspired this text to ask, over and
over, “What do you see in the manger?” In this sad, war-torn world, each person perceives the
Christmas story differently—but hope remains.

M.D. Ridge

Composer Notes

This arrangement is designed to be modular, so that middle
necessary. Always begin with the first verse andend with t rse. For celebrations during
the Christmas season, I recommend the following order:

All Christmas Masses:

Holy Family/Holy Innocents:

Mary, Mother of God:
Epiphany:

iano performance in mind; it may be adapted with
eep in mind the effect of the rolled open-fifth chords:

I'may play throughout; it may also substitute for the SATB
ir if it sings the melody in unison (or a subset of the full choir: all women,

on triangle, or'even crotales (in which case, the highest sounding D should be used).

In all cases, cue-sized notes are optional.

—Steven Ottomdnyi
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What Do You See in the Manger

(Hymn Version)

M.D. Ridge, 1938-2017 A LA CLAIRE FONTAINE, 76 76 with refrain
French folk melody, ca. 1608
Arranged by Steven Ottomanyi
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3.Young  moth - er wrapped her ba - by, laid him in man_-\ger hay
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5. Wise men from far - off king - doms, drawn by a shiny- ‘ing  star,
6. Peo - ple of God, come quick - ly— what does the man-=_ger hold?
7. Come, chil - dren of all a - ges, come clos -er; do not fear.
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Text © 2015, M.D. Ridge. Music arrangement © 2015, Steven Ottomanyi.
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What Do You See in the Manger

ORFF INSTRUMENTS A LA CLAIRE FONTAINE
French folk melody, ca. 1608
Arranged by Steven Ottomanyi
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Note: Ideally, the children’s choir will sing the refrains (“What do you see...”) as a “response” to the verse, but the refrain may
be sung by any combination of children, women, or men.
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Assembly Edition

WHAT DO YOU SEE IN THE MANGER

A LA CLAIRE FONTAINE
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Text: 76 76 with refrain; M.D. Ridge, 1938-2017, © 2015, M.D. Ridge.
Published by OCP, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213. All rights reserved. Music: French folk melody, ca. 1608.
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