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for Bob and Kate Boland, their family, and the St. Ann’s choir, Boston, MA

In Your Presence, O God

(a cappella)
Roc O’Connor, SJ

REFRAIN Calmly, yet with longing ( J) =ca. 160)

1. Of your kind - ness,

3. Lo

of your ev - er - I will

2. My heart re - new, place your life with O my
rd, re - mem - ber that your +h - ful Hear our
4.Teach me  wis - dom, show me how Lead me

D, be

~e

Py
‘V [

(es?
W
D

1.sing for - ev - er.____
2.God, be gra-cious! __
3. cry for mer-cy
4. to your dwell-ing,
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you are our God.
can make me  whole.
the Ho - ly One!
your pres - ence, Lord.
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Composer Notes

In the wake of a seminar on the personalist philosophy of John MacMurray at the (former) Weston
School of Theology, Cambridge, Mass. (Fall 1992), I wanted to put that personalism to work in
liturgical praying. I-Thou.

Refrain: Lean into the words, “presence... fullness... fullness...,” then release into a slight decrescendo
to end each phrase. Explore the slower tempo. Trust it. Begin quietly. Let it expand and breathe to
the tacet. Express love for God gently. The verses speed up and are sung with intensity, joyfully.
Then become quieter, slower. The recording demonstrates how to add basses and rs a minor
third below and a third above F to add depth to the melody sung by sopranos.

Note how choir and people are singing it now. Does the refrain need to exp
Does it need to become even gentler? You make the call. Trust the slower te

John’s Gospel in the summer).

* Parts of liturgy: Prelude, Preparation of Gifts, Song after Communion, Rite of
Acceptance, Rite of Election, Dedication urches & 1
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—Roc O’Connor, SJ
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IN YOUR PRESENCE, O GOD

Roc O’Connor, SJ
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the full-ness of life.

In your pres-ence, O God, the full-ness of mer-cy,
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1. Of your kind-ness, of your ev - er-last-ing love

2. My heart re - new, place your life with -in  my soul!

3. Lord, re-mem-ber that your faith-ful love is sure!

4. Teach me wis-dom, show me how to walk your wa
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1.sing for - ev - er. In  ev-ery age
2. God, be gra-cious! Forgsyou a-loneg
3. cry for mer-cy. In‘/—ery age
for this

4. to yourdwell-ing,
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