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*Handbells should play a perfect fifth (D5 and A5) as an Intro chord to cue cantor and accompanist.

Antiphon 1: Easter Sunday, Luke 24:34; cf. Revelations 1:6 
Antiphon 2: 2nd Sunday of Easter (Divine Mercy), 4 Edras 2:36–37 
Antiphon 3: 3rd Sunday of Easter, cf. Psalm 66:1–2 
Antiphon 4: 4th Sunday of Easter, cf. Psalm 33:5–6
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Composer Notes
The Easter Season can never have too many “alleluias.” So why not start the liturgy off with joyous 

“alleluias” from the very beginning! 

This simple and solemn arrangement of The Roman Missal Entrance Antiphons for the Sundays in 
Easter has been crafted with the vision of setting a joyous tone as Mass begins—as the assembly 
stands, just prior to the entrance procession. This setting can be embellished with handbells and 
choir or can be simply executed with cantor and organ or piano only. Either way, this festive 
chanted alleluia (cantor/congregation) and chanted antiphon (cantor) at the beginning of the liturgy, 
sets a prayerful and jubilant tone for each of the Sundays of the Easter Season. These antiphons are 
not lengthy, so following the last “alleluia” sung by the assembly, the instrumental introduction to 
the opening hymn happens, and the liturgical procession begins. 

If you happen to have access to handbells, an open 5th drone (D5 and A5) is a nice way to begin this 
setting and provides a nice cue for the assembly to rise. (Otherwise, the organ or piano plays the 
first phrase as an introduction.)

If the church has a very short aisle, or the entrance procession is simple and quick, this entrance 
antiphon setting could be used as the song for the entrance procession. The presider would begin 
the liturgical procession as soon as the cantor chants the first “alleluia.”

—Maureen Briare
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*Handbells should play a perfect fifth (D5 and A5) as an Intro chord to cue cantor and accompanist.

Antiphon 5: 5th Sunday of Easter, cf. Psalm 98:1–2 
Antiphon 6: 6th Sunday of Easter, cf. Isaiah 48:20 
Antiphon 9: 7th Sunday of Easter, cf. Psalm 27:7–9 
Antiphon 10: Pentecost Sunday (Vigil Mass and Mass during the Day), Roman 5:5; cf. 8:11
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*Handbells should play a perfect fifth (D5 and A5) as an Intro chord to cue cantor and accompanist.

Antiphon 7: The Ascension of the Lord (Vigil Mass), Psalm 68:33, 35 
Antiphon 8: The Ascension of the Lord (Mass during the Day), Acts 1:11Prev

iew
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*Handbells should play a perfect fifth (D5 and A5) as an Intro chord to cue cantor and accompanist.
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