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Composer Notes
Regina Caeli is a piece about joy. The music is written to illustrate the meaning of the text, 
which is a meditation on the rejoicing of the Virgin Mary at the Resurrection of her Son.

The piece is in four sections with the form ABCA. The A section is a dance-like setting of the 
text in 6/8 time. The B section (m. 25) is a reworking of a typical Gregorian chant, with the 
melody in the tenor and later in the treble voices. For the C section (m. 39), a soprano solo 
sings the text in English with the choir echoing the Alleluias.

When the A section returns (m. 50), it is once again time for the dance-like rhythms to carry 
the joyful mood, this time with some dynamic modifications to create interest. The jubilant 
mood is carried through to the triumphant conclusion of the piece (m. 75).

May this piece enrich the Easter celebrations of your parish community, and may the joy of 
Easter morning be forever yours always. 

—Julianna Horton Charnigo

Translation
Regina caeli, laetare, alleluia. 
Quia quem meruisti portare alleluia. 
Resurrexit sicut dixit, resurrexit, alleluia. 
Ora pro nobis Deum, alleluia.

O Queen of heaven, rejoice, alleluia. 
The Son whom you merited to bear, alleluia. 
Has risen, as he said, alleluia. 
Pray for us unto God, alleluia.
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