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Composer Notes
This setting of the opening hymn and subsequent passage of John’s gospel was originally intended 
for choir or soloist only, and it may be used quite effectively as a choral meditation. But as the 
composition developed, it seemed to me that assembly involvement was both possible and effective; 
the melody of the refrain is certainly manageable by a congregation, and communal singing in the 
middle of what seems to be “for musicians only” can be a desirable experience, especially if it 
draws the assembly more deeply into the song.

Scored for piano, keyboard instruments (samplers, pipe organ), and solo violin, the piece is dynamic 
and broad. The recording offers a “spatial” approach to the sound, mimicking the atmosphere of a 
large stone church where acoustics are as integral as the instruments making the music. I mostly 
refrained from marking dynamics or phrasing, as these elements are largely dependent on the space, 
the occasion, and the musical forces available; I felt it would not be helpful for me to insist on such 
specifics when the piece may be used in different places by various combinations of players and 
singers. Similarly, tempo markings are useful for determining the “feel” intended by the writer, but 
should be adapted to fit the season, specific ritual use, acoustics, and musicians available.

I encourage you to listen to the recorded performance and adapt this score to fashion your own 
arrangement. You may notice that the printed violin part is not always audible on the recording; this 
was intentional, and it might be seen as an example of using bits and pieces of a printed score to 
create your own version. The recording features a busier piano part than what appears in print, and 
you may contact me for the part that was actually played on the recording if desired! 

I am eternally grateful for OCP saying yes to this composition, as it was a labor of love for me, 
begun before COVID-19 and completed during the course of that pandemic. The text continues to 
remind us that the darkness will never overcome the light.

—Tom Kendzia

Edition 30146879  God So Loved the World� Printed in USA
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GOD SO LOVED THE WORLD

Tom Kendzia

& bb 22 œ œ# œ œ
God so loved the

Refrain

Verse 1

     In the beginning was the Word,
    and the Word was with God.
    He was in the beginning with God,
    and the Word was with God,
    and the Word was God.
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world that he
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Son;-
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light;- -
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those who live in

Verse 2

     All things came to be through him,
    and without him nothing came to be.
    What came to be through him was life,
    and this life was the light of the world, for the world.

Bridge

     The light shines on in the darkness,
    and the darkness has never overcome it. (3x)
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