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Psalm 95: If Today You Hear His Voice
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PSALM 95: IF TODAY YOU HEAR HIS VOICE

	 Tom Kendzia

& bb 43 ˙ œ
If to

1. Come, let us sing joyfully to the LORD;
    let us acclaim the Rock of our salvation.
    Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving;
    let us joyfully sing psalms to him.

2. Come, let us bow down in worship;
    let us kneel before the LORD who made us.
    For he is our God,
    and we are the people he shepherds, the �ock he guides.

˙ œ
day you

˙ œ
hear his

.˙
voice,

3. Oh, that today you would hear his voice:
    “Harden not your hearts as at Meribah,
    as in the day of Massah in the desert,
    Where your fathers tempted me;
    they tested me though they had seen my works.”

Œ œ œ
hard en

˙ œ
not your

.˙
hearts.

∑
- -

Composer Notes
The inspiration for this lyrical setting of Psalm 95 came from various sources, but clearly musical 
theater is a major influence, most especially the music of Leonard Bernstein. The “harp-like” 
accompaniment works well on the guitar, though a knowledge of jazz chords and voicings is helpful. 
I have also heard this played beautifully on the organ; piano and organ together (as in many of my 
works) offers a much more nuanced and supportive accompaniment than piano alone. Many digital 
keyboards found in churches have decent harp settings that might also work well.

The vocal descant may be used at your discretion with the SATB parts, or simply sung by a soloist/
small group along with the unison melody. Be judicious with the instrumental parts, and use them 
here and there, rather than play everything that is notated…mix it up! Instruments may enter later, 
skip a section, rejoin on the interlude following verse 3, and so on. Allow the tempo to fluctuate 
during the verses, which need space to accommodate the text. The refrain, on the other hand, should 
be strong and steady!

Enjoy!

—Tom Kendzia
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