TRANSFORMING SPIRIT

Bernadette Gasslein

Baptized in water, Spirit-sealed,
we pass through death to life in you:
a priestly people, offring here

our sacrifice of endless praise.

Refrain
O Spirit blest, transform us now:
renew Christ’s body gathered here.

We bring our gifts of bread and win
for you, O Spirit, to transform.
We eat Christ’s body, drink his

in Christ you make our live

We say Amen’what you

Christ’s body

to bring com

ourselves
love outpoured.

t and injustice cease.

Now from this table we are sent,

with understanding and with joy,

with wisdom, courage, awe and strength,
with your great gifts of peace and hope.

Let our Amen ring strong and true
as now we sing our praise to you
who make us one in Christ the Lord
now and for all eternity.

Text: LM with refrain (88 88); Bernadette Gasslein, b. 1952, © 2019, 2020, Bernadette Gasslein.
Published by OCP. All rights reserved.
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TRANSFORMING SPIRIT, cont. (2)

Psalm 104:30 ¢ Philippians 2:5 ¢ 1 Corinthians 2:16 ¢ 1 Corinthians 12:4-26 ¢
Galatians 5:22-23 ¢ Matthew 5:1-11 ¢ St. Augustine, Sermon 272

If there is any forgotten agent of liturgical action in the Western Church, it is the Holy
Spirit. Yet it is the Spirit who gathers the members of Christ’s body ecclesial to celebrate
the Eucharist; it is the Spirit who enables the assembled Body to hear God’s word th
the Spirit brings to life in the voice of the lector. It is the Spirit whom the preside
each Eucharistic celebration calls down upon the gifts of bread and wine “that the
may become for us the Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ.” It is the s
whom the presider invokes “that, partaking of the Body and Blood of Ch
be gathered into one by the Holy Spirit” (Eucharistic Prayer II).

By sharing in Christ’s Body and Blood sacramental, the baptized
poured themselves out to feed the world in the preceding week are
Christ’s Body ecclesial: healed, nourished, strengthened and

world. Having become what they eat, theyzare sent out
Christ’s Body who heals, comforts, brin&ercy and
persecution for the sake of the Gospel.

While most Catholics hold to some unders
effects in the bread and wine, few of us ha altimate end of our
Eucharistic participation is our own renewe this Body of Christ into
which we were incorporated at Baptism. This iri unperceived action as
Body and Blood. Thus transformed,
we will be commissioned, sent for i orld what we have become more

fore, not simply a functional movement enabling
us “to get Commu nes described. It is the communal movement of
Christ’s Bodyawho, g i union will together be renewed by the Spirit

armony or polyphony, is an outward sign of the inte-
that the Spirit effects in the whole Body.

now it from an ecumenical context. The rising melody of the first phrase of the
frain takes up the plea to the Spirit uttered in the Eucharistic prayer to transform us,
allowing the assembly to deepen its appropriation of that invocation. The verses play
the several meanings of Communion, and anticipate the assembly’s missioning, as
are sent forth to glorify the Lord by our lives, empowered by the Spirit’s gifts and
bearing the fruit of the Spirit.

Use: Communion, Discipleship, Eucharist, Love of God for Us, Ministry/Mission,
Presentation and Preparation of the Gifts, Real Presence, Sending Forth,
Social Concern
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TRANSFORMING SPIRIT, cont. (2)

praise.

———

LM with refrain (88 88); Bernadette Gasslein, b. 1952, © 2019, 2020, Bernadette Gasslein.
ished by OCP. All rights reserved.
ITA; John B. Dykes, 1823-1876.
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