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Oh, Who Can Know the Mind of God
Genevieve Glen, OSB Justin Wedgewood
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Oh, Who Can Know the Mind of God

Composer Notes
Musicians should bring a sense of mystery, awe, and reverence in their performance of Sr. Genevieve 
Glen’s powerful hymn text “Oh, Who Can Know the Mind of God.” Two settings are included in 
this octavo to provide for the various pastoral needs of faith communities. 

The choral anthem setting is for keyboard, SATB choir, guitar, and solo instrument. Cue notes are 
provided for accompanists to play in the absence of an instrumentalist. Care should be taken in 
following dynamic markings and tempo changes, as these help to express the character and mood 
of the piece. The modulation should be approached with a sense of building, delicate intensity as 
the music rises to paint the text “Too high for us, O Lord, your ways” and “We reach with trembling 
words of praise.” 

The hymn version is in a lower key and more conducive to congregational participation. Music 
ministers should feel free to be creative in how they approach this setting (e.g., employing various 
possibilities for verses sung by a cantor, choir, or with assembly). This version can be sung a 
cappella, with keyboard simply doubling the voice parts, or with an improvised accompaniment 
based on the provided chords.

—Justin Wedgewood
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Oh, Who Can Know the Mind of God
(Guitar/Vocal)

Genevieve Glen, OSB	 Justin Wedgewood
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Oh, Who Can Know the Mind of God
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