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Dedicated to family friend and fellow educator, Jane F. Petrak

Vexilla Regis Prodeunt
Venantius Fortunatus, ca. 530–609� Chant, Mode I 

Arranged by Robert G. Farrell
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Vexilla regis prodeunt,
fulget crucis mysterium,
qua vita mortem pertulit,
et morte vitam protulit.

Quae, vulnerata lanceae
mucrone diro criminum
ut nos lavaret sordibus,
manavit unda et sanguine.

Impleta sunt quae concinit 
David �deli carmine,
dicendo nationibus: 
Regnavit a ligno Deus.

Arbor decora et fulgida, 
ornata regis purpura,
electa digno stipite 
tam sancta membra tangere.

Beata, cujus brachiis 
pretium pependit saeculi;
statera facta corporis, 
tulitque praedam tartaris.

O crux, ave, spes unica,
hoc passionis tempore
piis adauge gratiam
reisque dele crimina.

Te, fons salutis, Trinitas, 
collaudet omnis spiritus;
quibus crucis victoriam 
largiris, adde praemium. Amen.

The royal banner goes forth,
the mystery of the Cross shines,
by which life suffered death,
and death brought life.

He was pierced by
the dreadful point of a spear
that our sins might be washed away
by the water and the blood that flowed.

Here was fulfilled what was foretold
in David’s faithful song,
saying to the nations:
God has reigned from the Tree.

Fair and shining Tree,
adorned with royal purple,
chosen as the worthy trunk
to touch such sacred flesh.

Blessed (Tree), on whose branches
hung the ransom of the world;
that body became the balance
that took away the plunder of hell.

Hail, O Cross, our only hope,
in this time of Passion
increase the favor of the pious
and blot out the crimes of the guilty.

To you, Trinity, fount of salvation,
every spirit gives praise;
to whom you give the victory of the Cross,
you add the reward. Amen.

Translation

Vexilla regis prodeunt, 
fulget crucis mysterium, 
qua vita mortem pertulit, 
et morte vitam protulit.

Quae, vulnerata lanceae 
mucrone diro criminum 
ut nos lavaret sordibus, 
manavit unda et sanguine.

Impleta sunt quae concinit 
David fideli carmine, 
dicendo nationibus:  
Regnavit a ligno Deus.

Arbor decora et fulgida,  
ornata regis purpura, 
electa digno stipite  
tam sancta membra tangere.

Beata, cujus brachiis  
pretium pependit saeculi; 
statera facta corporis,  
tulitque praedam tartaris.

O crux, ave, spes unica, 
hoc passionis tempore 
piis adauge gratiam 
reisque dele crimina.

Te, fons salutis, Trinitas,  
collaudet omnis spiritus; 
quibus crucis victoriam  
largiris, adde praemium. Amen.

The royal banner goes forth, 
the mystery of the Cross shines, 
by which life suffered death, 
and death brought life.

He was pierced by 
the dreadful point of a spear 
that our sins might be washed away 
by the water and the blood that flowed.

Here was fulfilled what was foretold 
in David’s faithful song, 
saying to the nations: 
God has reigned from the Tree.

Fair and shining Tree, 
adorned with royal purple, 
chosen as the worthy trunk 
to touch such sacred flesh.

Blessed (Tree), on whose branches 
hung the ransom of the world; 
that body became the balance 
that took away the plunder of hell.

Hail, O Cross, our only hope, 
in this time of Passion 
increase the favor of the pious 
and blot out the crimes of the guilty.

To you, Trinity, fount of salvation, 
every spirit gives praise; 
to whom you give the victory of the Cross, 
you add the reward. Amen.
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