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Text: The Oxford Book of Carols, 1928; Eleanor Farjeon, © 1957, Eleanor Farjeon. All rights reserved.
Repri ermission of David Higham Associates Ltd. Music: Trad. French carol. This arrangement © 1989, James Hansen.
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1. crown - ing of __ the year Make your house fair as  you are
2. seed is plant - ed there: give up your strength  the seed to
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1. East. The time is  near. Make yourhouse fair__ as you__ are
2. glad, though earth is  bare. Give up your strength the seed _ to
3. watch  when night is  dim. Shin-ing be - yond the frost) - vy
4. nounce on this great feast. Set ev-'ry peak—— qand val\ - ley
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Ll an, - ble. Trim_ the hearth. and set the ta - ble. Peo-ple, look
2. nour. - ish.“That__ in course the flow’'r— may flour - ish. Peo-ple, look
3. weath| - er, bright- _ as sun— and moon— to - geth - er. Peo-ple, look
4. hum /- ming withc—>» the word, the Lord— is com - ing. Peo-ple, look
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1. near. Trim the hearth and set the ta - ble.
2. bare, That in  course the flow’r— may flour - ish.
3. dim, bright as sun and moon— to - geth - eer
4. feast, with the word, the Lord_— is com - ing.
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1. East__ and sing— to - day: Love, the Guest, is on— the way.
2. East__ and sing_ to - day: Love, the Rose, is on_— the way.
3. East_ and sing_ to - day: Love, the Star, is on— the way.
4. East— and sing— to - day: Love, the Lord, is on— the way.
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1. Peo-ple look East: Love,— the Guest,— is on the way.
2. Peo-ple look East: Love,— the Rose,— is on the way.
3. Peo-ple look East: Love,— the Star,— is_,0n the way.
4. Peo-ple look East: Love,— the Lord,— is“on the way.
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Performance Notes

Background:

Also called Carol of the Advent, this classy wedding of French folk tune and crisp, singable text is one of
the brightest additions to the Advent repertoire in the last few decades. It is by Eleanor Farjeon (who also
wrote, “Morning is Broken”). The song has won quick acceptance by congregations and assemblies
across this continent and further.

“Advent is the season of the seed. It is the season of humility, silence and growth.
It is a time of darkness, of faith, of him dependent on her as he is on us.
Of him shrined in her darkness. It is the season of the secret.”
(Caryll Houselander)

To the Conductor:

Please notice that the opening (ascending) pattern efithe tune is/imitateddn a limited way by the alto line
and then exactly by the bass line. Each entry is meant to be heard, asds the sequence of soprano and
baritone (a, b, c#, d) on the last line of each verse. The@ingers must be encouraged to listen fiercely for
such complementary lines in other voices and sing a$\if they were physicallyteacting to them. Choral
singers must always work to listen harder than they sing.

Designated parts are always better memorized than not. I bring this up not to add to the burden of an
already overworked director, but to easeyourload.

People can memorize choral parts€asier the more they dovit. ' The first time can be a source of irritation.
The second time you ask them£o memorize a’piece may tend to bring out the killer instinct in some of
them. But soon enough they will gather'the rewards of the work and not only be able to pay more
attention to those “pesky,details” of dynamics and cut-offs, but intonation and general tonal approach will
improve because without books, notes and words to worry over they will be more in “sync” with your
vision of what the piéce must be.

Thisspiece (or another like it) is an ideal piece to begin with when you begin to memorize. The parts are
very simple, (diatonic, sequential) and the piece is short, with a predictable interlude after each verse.

Think. Remember if you can, the last time you went to a concert or watched a television production
whichyused@a choral group that was holding music (even encased in lovely folders). Though we are
talking about a “church” performance, standards of performance in all areas have risen impressively due
to the widerexposure of people to the arts in this society. We owe those we serve the courtesy of the
effort to be thewery best that we are.

—J.H.
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3. light the bowl__ shall brim. Shin - ing be -
4, com - eth from__ the East. Set '

1. a - ble. Trim_ the hearth_ [ -ple, look
2. nour - ish, That__ in course_ t C 0-ple, look
3. wea - ther, bright_ as sun___ G e eo-ple, look
4. hum - ming with_ the word,_

N

on__ the way.
is on__ the way.
is on__ the way.
is on__ the way.

1. East and sing

to - day:
and sing 2

LIV

6837195480



