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Note: �For the Shorter Form of the sequence, play the first two measures as an introduction and then jump to Verse 9, which is 
found on page 5 of this octavo.

2 to Risa Larson, excellent opera singer and church musician

Corpus Christi Sequence
for the Solemnity of the Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ

St. Thomas Aquinas, 1225–1274� Christopher Walker 
Poetic Sequence for Corpus Christi�  
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*After playing the first two measures of the piece, the Shorter Form of the sequence begins here.
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- - --

Composer Notes

Note on the use of this sequence in the liturgy:

In Catholic practice, a sequence is a poetic text sung directly before the Gospel Acclamation, usually after the 
Second Reading (or after the Psalm if there is no Second Reading). The sequence for The Most Holy Body 
and Blood of Christ is for optional use, and comes in a long form (which is rarely sung today in its entirety 
because of its length) and in a shorter form. If the shorter version is sung, play the introductory bars and then 
sing from Verse 9 to the end. It is kind to invite the assembly to stay seated while the choir sings the sequence. 
Invite them to stand and join in the Gospel Acclamation for proclamation of the Gospel. 

—Christopher Walker
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Text: St. Thomas Aquinas, 1225–1274; Poetic Sequence for Corpus Christi, Lauda Sion Salvatorem;  
fr. The Roman Missal © 1964, National Catholic Welfare Conference, Inc. (now US Conference of Catholic Bishops).  

All rights reserved. Used with permission.  
Music © 2021, 2022, Christopher Walker. Published by OCP, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213. All rights reserved.

Note: For the Shorter Form of the sequence, begin at Verse 9.

CORPUS CHRISTI SEQUENCE
Christopher Walker
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3 .
5 .

œ œ œ œ
praise

old
�esh

you
ef
is

know,
fac
bro

es,
ken,

œ œ œ œ
Truth
Yet

He
a
in

is
way
ei

more
the
ther

than
- - -

- -

& b œ œ œ œ
shad
won

you
ow

drous

be
chas

to

stow.
es,

ken

1 .
3 .
5 .

œ œ œ œ œn œ
Light
Christ

Nev
dis
en

er
pels
tire

can
the
we

you
gloom
know

reach
of
to

his

.˙
night.

be.

due.
- - -

- - -

- -

& b œ œ œ œ
What
Who

Spe cial
he
so

theme
did
of

for
at

this

1 .
3 .
5 .

œn œ œ œ
sup
food

glad thanks
per
par

giv
seat
takes,

ing
ed,

œ œ œ œ
Is

Christ
Does

the
or
not

quick’n
dained
rend

ing
to
the

- - -
- - -

- -

-

& b œ œ œn œ
and
be

Lord

the
re

nor

liv
peat

breaks;

ing
ed,

1 .
3 .
5 .

.œ jœ œ œ
Bread

His
Christ

to

is
me

day
mo

whole

be
rial
to

œ œ ˙
fore
ne’er

all

you
to

that

set:
cease:
taste:

2

- - -
- - - -

& b œ œ œ œ
And
Thou

From his
his

sands

hands
rule
are,

of
for
as

Verses 2, 4, 6

2 .
4 .
6 .

œ œ œ œ
guid
one,

old par
ance

re

tak
tak
ceiv

en,
ing,
ers,

œ œ œ œ
As

Bread
One,

we
and
as

know,
wine
thou

by
we

sands

- -
- -

- - - -

Assembly Edition
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*Shorter Form of the sequence begins here.

CORPUS CHRISTI SEQUENCE (cont.)

Assembly Edition

& b œ œ œ œ
hal
of

faith un
low,
be

sha
mak
liev

ken,
ing
ers,

2 .
4 .
6 .

œ œ œ œ œn œ
Where
Thus
Eats

the
our
of

Twelve
sac
him

at
ri

who

sup
�ce
can

per
of

not

.˙
met.

peace.
waste.

- - -
- - - -

- - -

& b œ œ œ œ
Full
This
Bad

and
the
and

clear
truth
good

ring
each
the

2 .
4 .
6 .

œ œ œ œ
out

Chris
feast

your
tian
are

chant
learns,
shar

ing,

ing,

œ œ œ œ
Joy

Of
Bread

nor

what
in

sweet

di
to

est

vers
his

- -
-

- -
-

& b œ œ œ œ
grace

dooms
�esh

be

pre
he

want

par
turns,

ing,

ing,

2 .
4 .
6 .

œ œ œ œ œn œ
From

End
To

your

less
his

heart

death,
pre

let

or
cious

prais

end
blood

es

less
the

.˙
burst:

life.
wine:

- -

- - - -
-

& b œ œ œ œ
Life

Sight
For to

to
has

day

these,
fail’d,

the

to
nor

2 .
4 .
6 .

œn œ œ œ
feast

those
thought

is

dam
con

hold

na
ceives,

en,

tion,

œ œ œ œ
When

See
But

the

how
a

in

like
daunt

sti

par
less

- - - -

- - -
- -

& b ..œ œ œn œ
tu

tic
faith

tion

i
be

old

pa
lieves,

en

tion

2 .
4 .
6 .

.œ jœ œ œ
Of

Is
Rest

that

with
ing

sup

un
on

per

like
a

œ œ ˙
was

is
pow’r

re

sues
di

hearsed.

rife.
vine.

2

- - - -

- - - - -
- - -

& b .. œ œ œ œ œ œ
Lo!Lo!

When the
thethe

sac
anan

ra
gel’sgel’s

ment
foodfood

is
isis

Verses 7, 9

*
7 .
9 .

œ ˙
bro
givgiv

ken,
enen

œ œ œ œ œ œ
Doubt

ToTo
not,
thethe

but
pilpil

be
grimgrim

lieve
whowho

’tis
hashas

- - - -
- - -

& b œ ˙
spo
strivstriv

ken,
en;en;

7 .
9 .

œ œ œ œ œ œ
That
seesee

each
thethe

sev
chilchil

er’d
dren’sdren’s

out
breadbread

ward
fromfrom

œ ˙
to

heavheav
ken
en,en,

- - - -
- - -

& b œ œ œ œ œ œ
doth

whichwhich
the
onon

ver
dogsdogs

y
maymay

whole
notnot

con
bebe

7 .
9 .

.˙
tain.

spent.spent.

2

- -

& b œ œ œ œ œ œ
Nought
Truth

the
thethe

pre
anan

cious
cientcient

gift
typestypes

di
fulful

Verses 8, 10

  8 .
10 .

œ ˙
vides,

�ll�ll ing,ing,

œ œ œ œ œ œ
II

Break ing
saac

but
bound,

the
a

sign
vic

be
tim

- -
- -

- -
- - -
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Assembly Edition
CORPUS CHRISTI SEQUENCE (cont.)

& b œ ˙
tides
will ing,

  8 .
10 .

œ œ œ œ œ œ
Je
Pas

sus
chal

still
lamb,

the
its

same
life

a
blood

œ ˙
bides,
spill ing,

- -
- - - -

& b ..œ œ œ œ œ œ
man
still un

na
bro
to

ken
the

does
fa

re
thers

  8 .
10 .

.˙
main.
sent.

2

- - -
- -

& b œ œ œ œ œn œ
Ver11. y bread, good shep herd,

Verse 11 œ ˙
tend us,

œ œ œ œ
Je su, of your- - -

& b œ œ
love11. be

œ ˙
friend us,

œ œ œ œ œ œ
You re fresh us, you de

œ ˙
fend us,- - -

& b 42 43œ œ œ œ œ œ
Your11. e ter nal good ness

œ œ œ œ
send us In the

œ œ œn œ
land of life to

˙ Œ
see.- - -

& b œ œ œ œ œn œ
You12. who all things can and

Verse 12 .˙
know,

œ œ œ œ œ œ
Who on earth such food be -

& b .˙
stow,12. 

œ œ œ œ œ œ
Grant us with your saints, though

œ ˙
low est,-

& b 42œ œ œ œ œ œ
Where12. the heav’n ly feast you

˙ œ œ
show, Fel low- -

& b 42 43œ œ œn œ
heirs12. and guests to

˙ Œ
be.

œ œ œ œ œ
A men. Al le

œ œ ˙
U

lu ia.- -- -

& b œ œ œ œ œ
Al le lu ia,

Gospel Acclamation

Gospel Verse

   I am the living bread that came down from heaven, says the Lord;
    whoever eats this bread will live forever.

œ œ œ œn œ
al le lu ia,

œ œ œ œ œ ˙
al le lu ia.- - - - - - - --

Verse text © 1970, 1997, 1998, Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, Inc. (CCD). All rights reserved. Used with permission.  
Music © 2021, 2022, Christopher Walker. Published by OCP, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213. All rights reserved.
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