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O Beloved One
(Guitar/Vocal)

	 Carey Landry

© 2020, 2022, Carey Landry. Published by OCP. All rights reserved.
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& b 44 Œ
INTRO  (q = ca. 80)

Ó Œ œ .œ Jœ .œ Jœ ˙ ˙ ‰ œ œ œ ˙ œ œ œ œ ˙

& b ..7
REFRAIN

8
VERSES 1, 2

Ó ‰ œ œ œ
REFRAIN .œ Jœ ˙ ∑

& b ..Œ œ œ œ œ œ ˙ ˙ ‰ œ œ œ ˙ .˙ Œ ˙ œ œ
VERSE 3 .œ Jœ ˙

& b #∑ Œ œ œ œ œ ˙ ˙ œ œ œ œ œ œ .œ Jœ ˙# Ó ‰ œ œ œ
REFRAIN

&#
.œ Jœ ˙ ∑ Œ œ œ œ œ œ ˙ ˙ ‰ œ œ œ ˙ .˙ Œ

& # 8
VERSE 4

Ó Œ œ
REFRAIN .œ Jœ ˙ ∑ ‰ œ œ œ œ œ ˙ ˙

& # .œ Jœ ˙ .˙ Œ ˙ œ œVERSE 5 .œ Jœ ˙ ∑ Œ œ œ œ œ

& # ..˙ ˙ œ œ œ œ ˙ .˙ Œ Ó ‰ œ œ œ
REFRAIN .œ Jœ ˙ ∑

& # ..Œ œ œ œ œ œ ˙ ˙ ‰ œ œ œ ˙ œ œ œ œ ˙ 2rit.

Prev
iew

Edition #30150398



11

Composer Notes
“O Beloved One” is a love song to God in the spirit of many of the songs and hymns that I have 
been given through the years, especially “Only a Shadow,” “Isaiah 49,” and “Abba, Father.” It is an 
expression of God’s forever covenant with us, as spoken in Deuteronomy 7:9: “Know therefore that 
the Lord your God is God, the faithful God, keeping a covenant of love to a thousand generations…” 
and Isaiah 55:3: “I will make an everlasting covenant with you.” For many of us through the years, 
that covenant has been reflected in Ruth’s words to Naomi: “Wherever you go, I will go; wherever 
you live, I shall live. Your people will be my people, and your God will be my God.” (Ruth 1:16)

“O Beloved One” proclaims that we are God’s beloved people, and that God is our beloved God. 
It proclaims, in verse 1, that God’s love is so profound that it is “beyond what we can fathom or 
imagine,” that it is lavish. Other verses sing of God’s tender, healing love, which embraces “every 
heart that is broken” (2), the constancy and faithfulness of God’s covenant love (3); the patience 
of God with us, whose merciful love is “always awaiting our returning” (4). Finally, in verse 5, we 
sing of God’s welcoming love, that God accepts us and chooses us as we are, and then calls us to 
compassionate, accepting love for others. I pray that this hymn will help many truly believe that 
they are lavishly loved by God, and that each one of us is part of God’s beloved people.

I would like to add here that the “echoing” of “Beloved One” in the final refrain (on Page 6) may 
also be used in the refrain following the key change on page 4.

“O Beloved One” is primarily a choral hymn and finds its fullest expression in the SATB harmonies 
of the choral octavo. It can also be sung tenderly by a soloist or a smaller ensemble as a Communion 
Meditation. It is meant to be used throughout the year at liturgies celebrating God’s covenant love; 
as a Communion Hymn celebrating unity in the community of believers; as a Gathering Song, 
especially during Lent, proclaiming the healing, faithfulness, patience, mercy of God, and God’s 
welcoming love. Please sing it prayerfully and passionately.

—Carey Landry

O Beloved One
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Assembly Edition

For reprint permissions, please visit OneLicense.net or contact us at 1-800-663-1501.
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