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Beloved, Sleep Well

(Guitar/Vocal)

Ruht wohl, ihr heiligen Gebeine CODLADH, 11111111
Barthold Heinrich Brockes, 1680-1747 Steven C. Warner
Adapted by Alan J. Hommerding
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Composer Notes

“Beloved, Sleep Well” was written as an Epilogue to a much longer concert work, The Passion of
Saint John, a verbatim musical setting of the Gospel used for the Good Friday liturgy, and based on
the most recent translation from the New American Bible, Revised Edition (NABRE).

A few thoughts about that strange word “Ochén” at the end of each verse: The word (or, more
accurately, sound) is ancient, one that goes back deeply into the consciousness of the Irish. Long
ago in Ireland, at the death of a loved one, the women mourners, or “keeners,” would gather

and urgings of women’s laments through the ages. These were the sounds t
dead on their final journey: a journey from their earthly home to the ised,
awaited them.

At the end of this epilogue, it is not uncommon for a silencg
sacred silence is the door opening to contemplation, the thre S
Jesus through Passion and Death. It is the mysl‘ signatu ; i Holy Week.

Thank you for considering this as part of your Trid

Lord, by your Cross and Resurrection, you hav

L

—Steven C. Warner

Beloved, Sleep Well

Edition #30150971



11

Author Notes

When Steve Warner first asked me to provide a text for a brief choral piece that could serve as a
coda for concert performances of his setting of the St. John Passion, I immediately thought of one
of my favorite Passion choruses—Ruht wohl, ihr heiligen Gebeine—which occurs immediately
after the final scriptural verse in Bach’s St. John Passion. The chorus occurs at precisely the same
place that Steve was wanting to place this. Most often in performances of the Bach, it is followed
by a chorale or another meditative chorus, so I chose to expand on the material a bit to give it
two verses, rather than the lone verse of Brockes. I did keep the original’s direct address to the
newly-deceased Christ, which gives this moment in Bach such potent intimacy and immediacy.
That spirit of the German text would, I thought, transfer well to the Celtic tone of Ste Passion
setting. It is my prayer that all who perform or hear this will be drawn
hope-filled mystery of Christ’s Passion.
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