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All Those Who Wait
Refrain based on Lamentations 3:25, Psalm 130:6	 Bob Hurd 
Verses based on Psalm 27:14, James 5:7–8,	 Arr. Rick Modlin 
Isaiah 35:2, 4; 40:3–4; 45:8; Luke 1:45�
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Composer Notes
In this song I tried to capture something of the arc of Advent. On the First Sunday, Jesus warns us to 
be awake rather than asleep, watchful instead of indolent and distracted. Being awake and watchful 
means waiting in the sense of keeping vigil, like the night-watchers waiting for dawn. But not just at 
night: In the words of Isaiah in Year B, it is to be mindful of God in all our ways, for God is always 
in fact coming toward us in self-giving love in Christ and the Spirit.  

With the Second Sunday we meet John the Baptist. John announces Christ’s impending coming 
among us here and now. We prepare the way by removing obstacles so that God’s forgiveness, love, 
and mercy in Jesus can reach us. What heights of pride and self-centeredness must be brought low 
in us? What valleys of woundedness and feelings of unworthiness need to be raised up in us? 

On the Third Sunday we are still with John the Baptist, but now the focus shifts to the question of 
identity. John himself is not the Messiah. His whole ministry points to one beyond himself, “one 
mightier than I.” A lesson for us all, especially those in ministry––it’s not about us. Who we are and 
all we do must lead people beyond ourselves to Christ. 

With the Fourth Sunday we stand on the threshold of the Incarnation. Across the three-year cycle 
we hear two annunciation stories––one to Mary, the other to Joseph in a dream––and the story of 
the Visitation. The hope of all the ages is coming to pass through Mary’s “Yes,” and likewise in 
Joseph’s “Yes.” To bring about the reign of justice and peace, God requires the “Yes” of the human 
partner. It is what Mary was born for. And it is what you and I were born for––to receive God’s  
life and love, and bear it to others. That is what it means to be holy; that is what it means to be  

“full of grace.”

—Bob Hurd

All Those Who Wait
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*This harmony is offered as an alternative to the SATB arrangement and is not intended to be used simultaneously.
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All Those Who Wait
(Guitar/Vocal)

Refrain based on Lamentations 3:25, Psalm 130:6	 Bob Hurd 
Verses based on Psalm 27:14, James 5:7–8,	 Vocal arr. Rick Modlin 
Isaiah 35:2, 4; 40:3–4; 45:8; Luke 1:45�
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Assembly Edition
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Refrain text based on Lam. 3:25, Ps. 130:6; Verses text based on Ps. 27:14, James 5:7–8,
Isa. 35:2, 4; 40:3–4; 45:8; Lk. 1:45. Text and music © 2022, Bob Hurd. Published by OCP. All rights reserved.
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