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CHORAL SERIES

for Clare Bain

The Mountain of Peace

Verses: Genevieve Glen, OSB Justin Wedgewood
Refrain: Justin Wedgewood Arranged by Paul A. Tate
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for Clare Bain

The Mountain of Peace

(Hymn Version)

Verses: Genevieve Glen
Refrain: Justin Wedgewood

VERSES (d = ca. 72)

Justin Wedgewood
Arranged by Paul A. Tate
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The Mountain of Peace

SOLO INSTRUMENT in C Justin Wedgewood
Arranged by Paul A. Tate
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Note: Solo Instrument is meant to be played with the concertato presentation and is not compatible with the hymn version.
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Textwriter Notes

The mountain of God is a biblical symbol ofihope. On the mountains of Scripture, God and humanity
met in memorable encounters. Sinai, Zion, the mount of the Beatitudes, Tabor, the Mount of Olives,
Calvary—all contribute their mémory to our hope in the image of the new Zion on which will
appear the heavenly Jerusalem. The prophet Isaiah invokes the promised mountain to give heart to
the people of God exiled from the tefple mount in Jerusalem and longing for home. Jesus teaches
on the mountain the way of'life that will lead us there, where God and humanity dwell together
forever in a harmony which we can grasp only in poetic image.

Verse 1_iecalls Isaiah’s\vision of the"mountain of peace, where predator and prey will lie down
together in harmony, a'vision echoed in the Book of Revelation. Verse 2 extends the vision, using
fufther prophetic promisesof messianic future in which all suffering will indeed end: all ills will be
healed, and all/needs met. The Isaiah canticle “With joy you will draw water” is in fact addressed
to Ged’s thissty people. Here, however, the hymn ascribes the action to Christ, the Savior Servant,
who lifts €ven this happy burden from us by stepping in to draw the water of salvation for us, as he
did forthe,Samaritan woman at the well. Verse 3 attaches the mount of the Beatitudes to Isaiah’s
mountain. Those who are poor in spirit, who mourn, who are meek and merciful, who thirst for
justice, who are pure of heart, are indeed happy, for they will take their place on that holy mountain.
Verse 4 claims that all the holy, faithful to the call to be light to the world, dwell there in the City of
Light (cf. Revelation), mirroring the brightness of the risen Christ, the ultimate light of the world.
We who still labor in the valley below pray that we may so live that we too may one day take our
place with them on God’s holy mountain.

—Genevieve Glen, OSB
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Assembly Edition

THE MOUNTAIN OF PEACE

Justin Wedgewood
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