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Heart of Heaven
(Hymn to the Sacred Heart)

HORN in F	 Dan Schutte 
Arr. by Gerard Chiusano
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Heart of Heaven
(Hymn to the Sacred Heart)

VIOLA	 Dan Schutte 
Arr. by Gerard Chiusano
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Heart of Heaven
(Hymn to the Sacred Heart)

CELLO	 Dan Schutte 
Arr. by Gerard Chiusano
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Heart of Heaven

Composer Notes
Historically, the devotion to the Sacred Heart of Jesus is relatively recent, going back only three hundred 
years, a very brief time in the long story of the Church. The Feast of the Sacred Heart was established 
officially in 1856 by Pius IX and only thereafter did this devotion gain widespread acceptance.

There are not many contemporary hymns available to celebrate this feast. The text of “Heart of 
Heaven” offers a new option, but also suggests the possibility for singing it in other contexts as well.  
It takes a new look at the meaning of this devotion by highlighting not only God’s deep and abiding 
love for humanity, but also our responsibility to extend that kind of love to our sisters and brothers.

This arrangement for assembly, SAB choir, and optional instruments provides great flexibility. It 
allows for both a simple presentation, or a more complex, elaborate setting. The recurring assembly 
refrain makes it easy for people in the pew to learn, yet gives the choir a chance to embellish with 
harmonies and descant.

The key in pieces like this is to allow the music to grow in grandeur and complexity. This is 
what keeps the music interesting and engaging. Begin simply, in unison, with only keyboard or 
guitar accompaniment. With each verse, add new voices and instruments. When more resources are 
available, the horn and string parts offer even greater variety and depth.

—Dan Schutte
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