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HoLy Gob, HoLy AND MIGHTY

Trisagion, ca. 5th century

Colin Mawby

Slow and solemn
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CoMPOSER NOTES

eporigins of this text, called the Trisagion or three times holy, are lost to history. Most
attribute it as a Greek 5th century composition. It was certainly known by the
e council of Calcedon in A.D. 451; early on it became part of many Eastern
an expansion of two places in the Scriptures (Isaiah 8:6 and Revelation 4:8)
s acclaim God as holy, holy, holy. In the hymn each of the holies are

praising God by announcing what God is not—in this case
on way of praising God in the Eastern tradition: God is

the West, above all in the Gallican liturgies. But even
in Rome to this rt of the Celebration of the Lord’s Passion on Good
Friday. Here it inging during the veneration of the cross. To use

this hymn at t : as we venerate the altar of the cross of Christ,
commemorati i

surely died as b
and immortal who

This piece needs to be s i ma, complete conviction and considerable
dynamic range. Let the tex ance—it is very ancient and very sacred.

—Colin Mawby





