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Composer Notes

g text of the Requiem Mass combines the Introit text and Kyrie in one
sequence. This musical setting follows the model of Gabriel Fauré
d Maurice Duruflé (1902—1986).

Lacrimosa

, and the musical setting seeks to describe
the tearfulness and At the same time, the rather repetitious
and chordal seque

commencing in a min

Pie Jesu

“Pie Jesu” was the original short ant
other parts of the Requiem were add
The “Pie Jesu” is a lilting 6/8 piece, i no solo repeated
with choral support. The music then continues wit 1 Iso for soloist.
This is taken up chorally and the piece becomes the soprano
adding a high descant over the imitative materi
Musically, the piece should never become strident. Pay
the Latin pronunciation. The two-measure phrases, w,
piece, together with the considerable use of rests, s
melody becomes disjointed and unrelated. The rests sh.
integral part of the music.

Sanctus

The opening three-measure motif forms the basis of the entire piece. An interlude of
measures from the organ, slightly echoing the last Sanctus, draws back the repetiti
the melodic phrase. The soprano rendition of this melody is then taken up by the
and basses with SSA work from the upper voices. This leads to a unison, tri
Hosanna section, strong in feel compared to the opening, with a more march-like
to conclude the section. An interlude allows the music to modulate to an A-flat major
section where the opening music is utilized for the Benedictus text. Soloists complement
the texture of this section. The whole piece moves with use of chords to create a peaceful
and calming conclusion, once again recalling the open motif.



79

Agnus Dei

The music of the “Agnus Dei” seeks to create the calmness and peace of the text and the
chorus utilizes a considerable amount of wordless singing to convey this. A soprano

the whole Requiem, but in keeping with the more recent litanic settings of
 for the liturgy, where extra texts (tropes) are incorporated.

a baritone soloist at the opening and following the chordal
ly cheerful and hopeful in mood. Further on, a dynamic
intensive accompaniment. Attention should be given so that
this section doe
melodic once a
clearest examp, Requiem and its title, “Requiem of Peace.”

The Requiem setting i i us and beautiful text invoking angels to
assist the soul to Paradis i , though intricate and somewhat filigreed,
underlies an essentially leg g tures music in rising thirds,
sses, describing the angelic
chorus. The whole piece builds to a cli i6, finally concluding with
a more repetitious use of the whole
be given to the melody, fitting it co
registration, as indicated, should be flutes, either 8

balance and instrument utilized; balanced for cont





