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Pi e Je su Do mi ne,
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Andrew Wright

A Requiem of Peace
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Composer Notes

Introit–Kyrie
The opening text of the Requiem Mass combines the Introit text and Kyrie in one
continuous sequence. This musical setting follows the model of Gabriel Fauré
(1845–1924) and Maurice Duruflé (1902–1986).

The music is essentially lyrical, emerging at the start with a rather stark use of sustained
chords and the recurring interval of a minor third in the accompaniment. This minor
third interval is developed in the first part of the Te Decet melody and then taken up for
the Kyrie eleison text. The piece reaches a traditional climax with the text Exaudi orationem
meam, but finally comes to gentle closure. The soprano melody should always be clearly
heard throughout the piece.

Lacrimosa
The Lacrimosa text is taken from the Dies Irae, and the musical setting seeks to describe
the tearfulness and sorrow of the text’s meaning. At the same time, the rather repetitious
and chordal sequence seeks to convey consolation and comfort throughout. Despite
commencing in a minor key, the piece ends peacefully in the relative major.

Pie Jesu
“Pie Jesu” was the original short anthem written in isolation for use at funerals. The
other parts of the Requiem were added later and, in a sense, draw heavily on this piece.
The “Pie Jesu” is a lilting 6/8 piece, gentle and flowing, with a soprano solo repeated
with choral support. The music then continues with Dona eis Requiem, also for soloist.
This is taken up chorally and the piece becomes more contrapuntal with the soprano
adding a high descant over the imitative material. The piece ends as calmly as it began.
Musically, the piece should never become strident. Pay due attention to the emphasis of
the Latin pronunciation. The two-measure phrases, which are extended to make up the
piece, together with the considerable use of rests, should not mean that the overall
melody becomes disjointed and unrelated. The rests should very much be seen as an
integral part of the music.

Sanctus
The opening three-measure motif forms the basis of the entire piece. An interlude of two
measures from the organ, slightly echoing the last Sanctus, draws back the repetition of
the melodic phrase. The soprano rendition of this melody is then taken up by the tenors
and basses with SSA work from the upper voices. This leads to a unison, triple-time
Hosanna section, strong in feel compared to the opening, with a more march-like theme
to conclude the section. An interlude allows the music to modulate to an A-flat major
section where the opening music is utilized for the Benedictus text. Soloists complement
the texture of this section. The whole piece moves with use of chords to create a peaceful
and calming conclusion, once again recalling the open motif.
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Agnus Dei
The music of the “Agnus Dei” seeks to create the calmness and peace of the text and the
chorus utilizes a considerable amount of wordless singing to convey this. A soprano
soloist features considerably in the piece, including the use of an English-text descant
over the recurring Agnus Dei theme toward the end of the piece. This text is taken from
the Mass for the Dead, “May eternal light shine upon them, O Lord….” It is the only use of
English text in the whole Requiem, but in keeping with the more recent litanic settings of
the Agnus Dei for the liturgy, where extra texts (tropes) are incorporated.

Lux Aeterna
The “Lux Aeterna” features a baritone soloist at the opening and following the chordal
start. This piece is essentially cheerful and hopeful in mood. Further on, a dynamic
section follows with a more intensive accompaniment. Attention should be given so that
this section does not become overbearing and too vigorous—the piece is essentially
melodic once again. The piece ends as it began, the chords perhaps being some of the
clearest examples of the mood of the whole Requiem and its title, “Requiem of Peace.”

In Paradisum
The Requiem setting concludes with this famous and beautiful text invoking angels to
assist the soul to Paradise. The accompaniment, though intricate and somewhat filigreed,
underlies an essentially legato melody. Chorus Angelorum features music in rising thirds,
first by the sopranos and altos and then by the tenors and basses, describing the angelic
chorus. The whole piece builds to a climax of pitch and dynamic, finally concluding with
a more repetitious use of the whole melody as the piece calms. Musical attention should
be given to the melody, fitting it comfortably with the accompaniment. The organ
registration, as indicated, should be flutes, either 8’ and 4’ or just 8’, depending on the
balance and instrument utilized; balanced for contrast and effect with the Voix céleste or
similar voice. The triplet part in the right hand particularly requires the flutes, and it
would balance well with a Voix céleste (or something somewhat quieter) in the left hand.

—Andrew Wright
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