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Let the Valleys Be Raised

Dan Schutte

Based on Isaiah 40
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Let the Valleys Be Raised

Sometimes old pieces of music can be given new life by clothing them in a new musical arrangement.
This piece was first published in 1977 in the St. Louis Jesuit collection of songs for Advent and
Christmas titled Gentle Night. In that presentation this song was accompanied by guitar and given a
decidedly country flavor. In this new incarnation, it is accompanied primarily by percussion based
on an African Bomba rhythm. The rhythmic patterns for the primary percussion instruments—
congas, hand drum, shakers, and gourd—are included in the instrument parts. It would be possible,
of course, to substitute whatever percussion instruments you have available.

A principle of good orchestration is to use the various instruments to highlight the fo
In other words, all the instruments should not play during the entire piec i
monotonous very quickly. If you listen to the recording, you can hear the

how the conga and hand drum return at the end of each verse as the

the refrain. You will also hear how the tambourine, previously si
magical entry was saved till later so its sound can help the s
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Assembly Edition

LET THE VALLEYS BE RAISED

Dan Schutte
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