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(D5)

*

Opt.	Interlude/Final

Textwriter Notes
The First Sunday of Advent in Year A continues the eschatological themes that sound in the final 
weeks of Year C. Isaiah’s prophecy envisions a world in which God’s teachings will inform not 
only the people of Judah and Jacob, but all the nations of the world, bidding all to give up preparing 
for conflict and give their energies to productive care of the land. Psalm 122 embodies Isaiah’s 
vision of going up to the mountain of the Lord’s house in a pilgrimage hymn rejoicing at arrival 
in Jerusalem, the pilgrims’ destiny. Jesus’ vision in the Gospel reading emphasizes the suddenness 
with which the coming of the Son of Man will occur; believers are warned to stay prepared and 
vigilant for his advent. All these themes are brought together in Paul’s words to the Romans, 
calling them to exhibit lives marked by the highest ethical standards as they await the coming of  
their salvation. 

“We Read the Ancient Vision” focuses on the appointed passages from Isaiah and the Letter to the 
Romans. Each stanza concludes with word play on Romans 13:12a—“the night is advanced, the 
day is at hand”—which could serve as a motto for the season of Advent. Stanza 1 acknowledges that 
the vision of Isaiah for universal peace among humanity still remains a longing in human hearts. 
Stanza 2 articulates the difficulty believers and non-believers alike have in clinging to this prophetic 
vision when the course of human history seems so torn by violence and peace remains so fragile and 
fleeting. Stanzas 3 and 4 both acknowledge that human sinfulness dismantles the world of peace 
promised in Isaiah’s vision, but declare that God’s powerful Word continues to offer hope even in 
the midst of our sin. The hymn concludes in stanza 5 with a prayer to keep hope and courage in 
the vision of peace alive despite the vagaries of history. This prayer yokes 2 Peter 1:19 (“We also 
have the prophetic message as something completely reliable, and you will do well to pay attention 
to it, as to a light shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your 
hearts.”) with Revelation 22:16 (“I, Jesus, … am the Root and the Offspring of David, and the bright 
Morning Star”). 

—Michael Joncas

*The final chord may be played as a G instead of G5 if desired.
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WE READ THE ANCIENT VISION
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Music: ANCIENT, © 2025, Scot Crandal. Text and music published by OCP. All rights reserved.

 For reprint permissions, please visit OneLicense.net or contact us at 1-800-663-1501.
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