Veni, Sancte Spiritus
(Come, Holy Spirit)

SSAAB Choir, Solo, Congas, and Claves

Based on the Pentecost Sequence Brad Croushorn
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Composer Notes

Just as the Holy Spirit appears in many ways, from gentle breeze to rushing wind, tiny spark to
roaring flames, comforting calm to boisterous elation, “Veni, Sancte Spiritus” musically explores
some of these possible manifestations.

The anthem starts and finishes with the choir singing in a rhythmically free fashion, somewhat
chant-like as the choir invokes the Holy Spirit’s presence. The notated rhythm in these sections
serves as a guide. It is best performed according to the natural rhythm of the text and influenced by
motion suggested by the harmonic progression. From the first note, let it take shape
are joining their voices into a sound already vibrating in the air, increasing intensity dily from
the onset. No single voice part should dominate in the beginning or ending, a
the Latin with the purest of vowels.

During the verses the soloists’ text always takes precedence over the
choir should be able to clearly hear and understand every word of t
likely too loud.

Whenever the percussion sounds alone, the instrumentalists s
particularly in measures 28, 46, 55, and 73. laying
and unobtrusively with precise rhythmic support. In the fina

Above all, keep up the energy throughout the entire ay he nk of the piece as being
in a constant loop. Put another way, keep in mi ast two measures as you begin the
anthem, and let that distilled energy shape the en

—Brad Croushorn
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